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What is the CLOUD? And Why Is Everything Going There?
And if I send my pictures and stuff there, will all that data eventually fall out on my head?  No need to worry, people. There is nothing in the sky floating over our head loaded with gazillions pieces of information.  

The Cloud is really just a cute name that was made up for the internet; in other words a network of servers. If you've ever checked your email, you've used the 'Cloud'. (Your emails are stored on a server somewhere, which is then of course connected to the internet). YouTube, Gmail, Yahoo email, Dropbox, Facebook, Evernote, Mozy and scads of other things operate in the cloud; which means they are part of the internet and store stuff for you or allow you to use an application on line.  

When you use the Cloud, your computer communicates with a network of servers.  Some of these servers are specialized to provide storage while others run applications.   
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This is one of the real innovations about the Cloud, putting  your software online and

'borrowing' it, instead of purchasing it and actually installing it your computer. Google Docs is a fine example of this. I have many documents, power point presentations and videos floating around somewhere in the Cloud that are available to me from any computer anywhere and I can share them with anyone I choose by just giving them a web link. So the Cloud is just a bunch of servers where things are stored.

What is a Cookie?

It seems like everyone who tries to explain what a cookie is just has to make a joke out of it (because of the name), so I'm not even going to bother. In computer terminology, a cookie is data sent to your computer by a Web server that records your actions on a certain Web site. It's a lot like a preference file for a typical computer program.

When you visit the site after being sent the cookie, the site will load certain pages according to the information stored in the cookie. For example, some sites can remember information like your user name and password, so you don't have to re-enter it each time you visit the site. I like Amazon to remember me and my preferences and don't mind their cookies at all.  

Cookies are what allow you to have personalized web sites like "My Excite" or "My

Yahoo," where you can customize what is displayed on the page.

While cookies have many benefits, some people don't like to have their information

recorded by Web sites that they visit. For this reason, most Web browsers have an option to accept or deny cookies. Personally, I like cookies -- I think they taste great too. 
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